
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NABET-CWA Local 16 Executive Board 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  Wednesday, March 8, 2006 
ATTENDANCE:  President:   Eugene J. Maxwell 

Vice President:  James C. Joyce 
Secretary-Treasurer: Richard L. Gelber  

         
Executive Board Representatives: 

   
    Unit #1: William Bores   
    Unit #2: Frank Schiraldi 
    Unit #3: Gregory Ciccone 
    Unit #4: Dennis Allen   
    Unit #5: James J. Nolan 
    Unit #6: Orlando Burgos 
    Unit #7: Paul Vasquez  
    
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:50 p.m. 
 
 
1. Swearing-in of Officers 
 

Newly re-elected Secretary-Treasurer Rich Gelber, Executive Board Representative - Unit #1 Bill 
Bores, Executive Board Representative - Unit #3 Greg Ciccone, Executive Board Representative - 
Unit #5 Jim Nolan, and Executive Board Representative - Unit #7 Paul Vasquez, were all sworn-in 
by President Maxwell. 

 
 
2. Old Business 
 

a. Scene-16 
 An issue of Scene-16 was distributed in February via e-mail.  Paper copies were mailed to all 

retirees, but retirees will get paper copies of future issues only if requested. 
 

b. General Membership Meeting 
 General Membership Meetings will be held on Wednesday, April 5. 
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2. Old Business – Cont’d 
 

c. Communications Committee 
 The members of the Committee are working on a schedule for the initial meeting. 
 

d. Buy-Out / Pop-up Agreement 
 The normal rules that apply to retiree medical benefits and choices apply.  Futher information 

concerning the selection process will be posted as received from the Company. 
 

e. ABC Radio – Citadel Merger 
 A meeting with the Company to discuss various issues is being scheduled. 

  
 
3. Executive Board Meetings
 
 Orlando Burgos brought to the attention of the Board the volume of agenda items at recent 
 Executive Board meetings and recommended that the time spent on each item be minimized in 
 order to give fair attention to the items that come up towards the end of the meetings.  There was  
 general agreement with this suggestion. 
 
 
4. Grievance and Arbitration Report 
 

Vice-President and Grievance Chairman Joyce reported that new grievances have been filed 
regarding 2006 vacation blocks at WABC-TV and lack of per diem (Sec 7.7) payments in 
connection with overnight hotel stays for the TV-23 crew. 
 
Secretary-Treasurer Gelber reported that a grievance was filed over the editing of play lists in the 
new “NR” facility. 
 
The arbitration regarding 2006 vacation entitlements for members who returned to work from 
medical LOA during 2005 will be heard on March 21. 
 
The following arbitrations took place since the last E-Board meeting: 
Feb. 14: W. Stallone retaliation (resolved) 
Feb. 24: National “AIO” case regarding Article X (night differential) payments during vacations. 
Mar. 6: Conclusion  of case regarding suspension of a WABC-TV Editor. 
 
The Board discussed Network T.D. responsibilities regarding signing program logs.  President 
Maxwell will request a meeting with the Company. 
 
A Network Grievance Meeting was held on February 9. 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session 
 
Moved: Ciccone   Seconded: Schiraldi   Passed Unanimously 
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4. Grievance and Arbitration Report – Cont’d 
 

The Board discussed several studio scheduling issues. 
 
Motion to come out of Executive Session 
 
Moved: Ciccone   Seconded: Burgos   Passed Unanimously 
 
Discussed at the Grievance Meeting were T.D. workloads in TV-3, payroll items, travel 
arrangements, TV-24 Floor VCR playback (resolved), and Disney Payroll Portal access for Daily 
Hires. 
 
Grievances discussed included: 
EVS Upgrades and DK/DV (Joint Hold) 
2005 Vacations for members returning from LTD (denied & referred to arbitration) 
Times Square Studios transmission jurisdiction (Union Hold) 
GMA On-Camera Appearances (Joint Hold) 
 
Grievance Meeting dates for the second quarter of 2006 are being discussed with the Company. 
A delayed first quarter Grievance Meeting for WABC-TV has been proposed for April 3 or 4. 
 
An Unfair Labor Practice charge has been filed with the NLRB over a warning letter issued to a 
shop steward. 
 
Local 16 is concerned about and will check into selective training on the new H.D. cameras being 
done in TV-24. 
  
 

5. Retirement Gifts
 
 The Board briefly discussed the policies concerning the Local 16 Retirement Gift and referred 
 further consideration to the Committee previously appointed. 
 
[Bill Bores left the meeting for work] 
 
 
6. New Members 
 

The following members were accepted into membership contingent upon payment of initiation 
fees, dues, and verification of application: 

 
  T. Mastin K. Dailey S. Collins A. Bowley 
 

Moved: Joyce    Seconded: Nolan   Passed Unanimously 
 
7. Minutes 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on February 8, 2006, were approved as corrected. 
 

Moved: Vasquez   Seconded: Nolan   Passed Unanimously 
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8. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 
 

Secretary-Treasurer Gelber presented the February receipt and disbursement reports, and 
commented on significant current and upcoming expense items. 
 

 
9. Political Report 
 

The annual CWA Legislative Conference will take place from March 12 thru March 15 in 
Washington, D.C.  Jim Joyce, Paul Vasquez, Mike Cullen, and Debbie Simmons will represent 
Local 16. 
 
Special elections were held in Manhattan on February 28 to fill vacant N.Y. State Assembly seats, 
and WFP-endorsed candidates Linda Rosenthal and Sylvia Friedman were both elected.  Ernie 
Mattace of the RWDSU lost his election for the Suffolk County Legislature. 
 
The Board discussed the WFP-promoted New York Fair Share for Health Care bill. 
 
Attorney Stephen Harrison has announced his candidacy to oppose incumbent Vito Fossella in 
New York’s 13th (Bklyn-S.I.) Congressional District. 
 
 

10. Training Report
 

Paul Vasquez reported on current BURST administrative activities.  Much BURST training 
activity has been taking place in Chicago.  Jim Joyce reported that the acquisition of laptops from 
CWA-NETT for portable editing training is imminent. 

 
 
11. Organizing Report 
 

Jim Nolan reported on continued discussions with interested internal groups.  NABET-CWA has 
filed petitions for representation of two units at the New York Bureau of R.A.I. (Italian 
Television). 
 

 
12. Executive Session 
 

Motion to go into Executive Session 
 

Moved: Vasquez   Seconded: Ciccone   Passed Unanimously 
 
  

Motion to come out of Executive Session 
 

Moved: Gelber   Seconded: Schiraldi   Passed Unanimously 
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13. ABC Negotiations Representative 
 

Motion (06-005): To designate Gene Maxwell as Local 16’s representative at the 2007 ABC 
Negotiations, and Jim Joyce as alternate. 
 
Moved: Nolan    Seconded: Gelber 
In Favor: Gelber, Schiraldi, Ciccone, Allen, Nolan, Vasquez 
Opposed: Burgos 
Abstain: Joyce 
Motion adopted 

 
 
14. Pension Update 
 

Dennis Allen reported that the Pension Plan results for February 2006 were essentially flat.  The 
likelihood of the pop-up occurring continues to be excellent. 

 
 
15. Tickets for Disneyland Hong Kong 
 

Dennis Allen reported that the “cast member” passes distributed to ABC staff employees can be 
used at Disneyland Hong Kong, but it is necessary to read the rules carefully, because they are 
slightly different from the rules that apply to Disneyland in Anaheim and Disney World in Florida. 
 

 
16. Video IP Circuit 
 

Dennis Allen reported that a new 10 Mbps video I.P. circuit from L.A. currently terminates in the 
News Media Center (“slant”), but he believes it is slated to move to TV Master Control in the 
future. 
 

[Dennis Allen left the meeting] 
 
 
17. Funding Requests 
 
 No action was taken on any of the numerous funding requests received. 
 
 
18. Scholarship Awards 
 

Secretary-Treasurer Gelber recommended to the Board that, based on recent increases in interest 
rates, for the year 2006 we should restore to five the number of James P. Nolan $1000 Scholarship 
awards, in addition to the one $1000 Donald DiFranco award. 
 
Motion (#06-006): To award during 2006 five $1000 James P. Nolan Memorial Scholarship and 
one $1000 Donald DiFranco Memorial Scholarship. 
 
Moved: Gelber   Seconded: Burgos   Passed Unanimously 
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19. 2006 ABC Vacations 
 

Jim Joyce mentioned certain problems with the makeup of the 2006 Network vacation blocks, and 
the Board agreed by consensus to try to start the vacation process earlier for 2007. 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Richard L. Gelber 
 
 
RLG:ph 
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