
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NABET-CWA Local 16 Executive Board 
 
DATE OF MEETING: July 19, 2007 
ATTENDANCE:  President:  Eugene J. Maxwell 

Vice President: James C. Joyce 
Secretary-Treasurer: Richard L. Gelber 

         
Executive Board Representatives: 

   
    Unit #1: Brendan Black 
    Unit #2: William Bores (vacation) 
    Unit #2: Frank Schiraldi (medical) 
    Unit #3: Gregory Ciccone 
    Unit #4: Dennis Allen (medical) 
    Unit #5: James J. Nolan (late: work) 
    Unit #6: Orlando Burgos (medical) 
    Unit #7: Paul Vasquez  
   
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 

1. Minutes 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the Local 16 Executive Board, held on June 12, 2007, 
were approved as corrected. 
 

 Moved: Ciccone   Seconded: Vasquez   Passed Unanimously 
 Abstain: Joyce, Black 
 
 
2. Old Business

 
a. Executive Board Unit Realignment 

This item was held over until the next meeting. 
 

b. Shirts & Lanyards 
The shirts and lanyards have been delivered to the Local 16 office.  Every member should 
get a lanyard; distribution is in process by the Mobilization Coordinators.  
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3. Grievance and Arbitration Report
 

Jim Joyce reported that the second and final hearing was held today in the arbitration over 
scheduling discrimination against a shop steward.  Briefs are due during August. 
 
The Arbitrator ruled against the Union in the GMA On-Camera Appearance cases. 
 
The arbitration hearing will be held on July 26 over the suspension of a shop steward at 
WABC-TV. 
 
 

4. New Members 
 
The following members were accepted into membership contingent upon payment of initiation 
fees, dues, and verification of application: 
 
 D. Prado P. Martell B. Blackburn 
 
Moved: Ciccone   Seconded: Joyce   Passed Unanimously 
 
 

[At this point, J. Nolan entered the meeting] 
 
 

5. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 
 

The June, 2007 income and disbursement reports, and the fiscal year-to-date totals, were 
distributed to the Board by Secretary-Treasurer Gelber.  Our budget continues to proceed 
generally as projected.  Travel expenses have been running high due to the contract 
negotiations and the Board’s decision last year not to include negotiation expenses in the 
budget.  At this time the Board decided to increase the current budget to cover negotiation and 
mobilization expenses. 
 
Motion (#07-10): To allocate $35,000 for ABC contract negotiation and mobilization expenses, 
including negotiation-related travel, and previously approved specific mobilization items. 
 
Moved: Gelber   Seconded: Vasquez   Passed Unanimously 
 
 

6. ABC Negotiations & Mobilization 
 

President Maxwell reported that negotiations will resume in Chicago on August 20.  The 
negotiating committee will hold two more conference calls before then. 
 
NABET-CWA negotiating representatives will meet on August 13 with other entertainment 
industry unions. 
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6. ABC Negotiations & Mobilization – Cont’d 
 
The latest NABET-CWA and ABC revised proposals have now been posted on the 
abc.contract.info website. 
 
Mobilization Coordinator Paul Vasquez reported that joint mobilization events held in 
conjunction with the Writers Guild have gone well. 
 
Jim Joyce appeared on New York State AFL-CIO President Denis Hughes’ “Working New 
York” cable TV program. 
 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) has introduced the Restoring Pension Promises to Workers Act of 
2007 (S.1725) which would limit executive pension payouts at companies where workers’ 
pension plans are frozen. 
 
 

7. Political Report 
 

Jim Joyce and Paul Vasquez participated in a walk-through at ABC Network Radio conducted 
for Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-Brooklyn) that was arranged by the Writers Guild.  (See also 
items # 6 & 9.) 

 
 
8. Training Report 
 

The third Avid training class sponsored by BURST is to take place in New York at Local 11 
this weekend.  Two such classes are scheduled for Syracuse in August.  Numerous other 
training plans were initiated at the recent CWA Convention (see item # 9), including joint 
training plans with The Newspaper Guild (TNG-CWA). 

 
 
9. CWA Convention Report 
 

The major issue on the agenda at the CWA Convention, held earlier this month in Toronto, 
Canada, was diversity on the CWA Executive Board.  The diversity proposal developed by 
committee over the past year, and endorsed by the Executive Board, which would add four 
Board seats intended to increase diversity, was overwhelmingly approved by the convention 
delegates.  In other action regarding the internal organization of CWA, there is now a separate 
Region covering members in Canada who were formerly in Districts 1 and 7. 
 
NABET-CWA delegates were successful in passing a resolution in support of ABC bargaining, 
and we collected almost 300 cards signing people up for the ABC negotiations “E-activist” list. 

 
 
10. Funding Requests 
 

The Executive Board considered numerous funding requests and took action on the following: 
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10. Funding Requests- Cont’d 
 

Motion (#07-11): To contribute $200 towards the Metro New York Health Care for All 
Campaign, in the form of a contribution towards a send-off luncheon for Nick Unger (currently 
of TWU) and Laura Unger (formerly President of CWA Local 1150, who has accepted a CWA 
Staff position in Washington), both of whom have been great friends of Local 16. 
 
Moved: Gelber   Seconded: Vasquez 
In Favor: Joyce, Gelber, Black, Nolan, Vasquez 
Opposed: Ciccone 

 
 
11. Sector Executive Council Meeting Report 
 

The NABET-CWA Sector Executive Council met over two days in June, in Portand, OR.  
Sector Vice-President Jim Joyce and Regional Vice-President for Region #1 Rich Gelber 
attended and participated. 
 
Members of a new bargaining unit at KOIN-TV in Portland, which has been assigned to Local 
51, met with the S.E.C. before the start of the meeting. 
 
The NLRB has issued a complaint against CNN, after more than three years of legal work by 
NABET-CWA, and hearings will begin before an Administrative Law Judge in New York and 
Washington in September. 
 
The S.E.C. considered an appeal from a Local 16 Trial Body verdict filed by Steve Weinrib, 
and denied the appeal, while striking out the fine that was imposed (Joyce and Gelber not 
voting). 
 
 

12. Citadel – ABC Radio Merger 
 

The ABC Radio – Citadel Broadcasting merger was completed during June, and labor 
discussions between Citadel and NABET-CWA have commenced. 

 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Richard L. Gelber 
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